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We know all this and feel it all the more at a
time when the whole world around us i& shaken
to its foundations. Is it surprising then that
we should direct our warmest thoughts of
gratitude to a man who has given us such
inalienable wealth ?

" A great artist, who creates out of the
consciousness of his people, is like the giant
tree of the fairy-tale, whose roots penetrate to
the innermost parts of the earth and whose
crown touches the fastness of the heavens.
But an art such as Sibelius' has its roots not
only in the earth we walk on and from which
we have all grown. They reach deep down
to regions, where the mould ends and fire
dwells, where the most hidden powers live and
the treasures of the nation's soul are purified
to be brought forth to the light of day only
once in a century by a divinely gifted genius.

" Nothing is more difficult to define than the
' national trait' in such an extraordinarily
varied spirit as Sibelius, and there is nothing
more dangerous than to trace his essential
qualities back to anything so indefinite. How-
ever strong and striking may be the Finnish
undertone that gives so many of his com-
positions their special character, however much
of our fate we find interpreted in them, it is
always the personality itself that gives the
work its greatest originality and sets the stamp
of genius on it. It is scarcely possible to speak